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Assurance of Future: What else can explain continuity of identity?

Purim and Passover are Judaism’s most popular holidays.

And I am loathe to believe that this is so because of their JL taste appeal - because of 
the “hamantaschen” and “kneidlach.” It is rather because these festivals deal with 
themes that are easily fathomed and appreciated by everyone.

Purim deals with anti-Semitism of which Jews can never be un-aware. Hardly a time or 
a place has ever been without it. Passover deals with release from oppression and 
suffering. Of this too Jews have always had a full measure. Both holidays make one feel 
se-cure that the Hamans inevitably fall, and the oppressed do emerge to freedom. One 
need not be a philosopher to respond favorably to the hopes that are thus inspired. And 
that is why Purim and Passover are celebrated by so many Jews while festivals with 
sub-tier messages are neglected.

Yet even Purim and Passover warrant intensive study. They have much to tell us 
beyond their simplest significances.

For example, Purim, like Chanukah, pertains to problems of religious freedom. Was it 
proper for Mordecai to resist the order of a king which required only a trivial act of 
idolatry toward Haman? Should Esther not have resisted her selection for marriage to a 
non-Jew, even if he was the ruler of the empire?

Passover, of course, has many more themes and for this year I select one that is 
especially relevant.

How did the Jews in Egypt manage to retain their identity for centuries? The Black 
slaves bought from Africa to the United States did not remember their origins. No one 
would have expected that they would. But the Hebrew slaves did.

The Rabbis in the Midrash offer one explanation. They suggest that the Hebrews did not 
change their names, their dress, or their 
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